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For Immediate Release
December 19, 2005

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN CULTURAL CENTER EXTENDS ITS LATEST EXHIBITION, “WOMEN OF A NEW TRIBE”

PITTSBURGH, PA – WOMEN OF A NEW TRIBE, the popular exhibition of stunning black and white photographs that capture the beauty, strength and work of African American women, has been extended through January 7, 2006 at the African American Cultural Center of Greater Pittsburgh’s 209/9th Street Gallery. The exhibition contains over 60 images including portraits of local women who have made contributions to the Western Pennsylvania region. 

Additionally, the African American Cultural Center will participate in the city’s “First Night Pittsburgh 2006” celebration on December 31, from 6 to 11 p.m. December 31 marks not only New Year’s Eve, but also the sixth day of the African American cultural celebration Kwanzaa.  To celebrate this day which is known as Kuumba, or “Creativity,” patrons who visit the 209/9th Street Gallery can not only enjoy the WOMEN OF A NEW TRIBE exhibit, but can bring their kids for “Kuumba Night,” hands-on arts and crafts activities. Led by author, fiber artist and featured “Woman of a New Tribe” Sandra Gould Ford, these sessions will give kids the opportunity to make and take home a unique craft.

First Night Buttons are needed to enjoy all indoor First Night activities, including “Kuumba Night,” and can be purchased for $8 at the Theatre Square Box Office, or at participating Giant Eagle supermarkets. 
 

The Closing Reception for the WOMEN OF A NEW TRIBE exhibition will be held on January 6 from 6 to 8 p.m. at the gallery. The public is invited to greet photographer Jerry Taliaferro, who will be in attendance. The event is free and open to the public. 

Inspired by hearing author Toni Morrison refer to African Americans as “New World Africans,” Taliaferro was “thrilled…because it echoed a belief that I had long held: that African Americans are a new people, born on an American experience of survival, struggle and triumph.”  With this motivation, Taliaferro began a photographic study of these new women. The resulting exhibition, WOMEN OF A NEW TRIBE premiered at the Afro-American Cultural Center in Charlotte, North Carolina in June 2002.  

Since that time the show has traveled to several cities, where local women were often photographed to be included in the exhibition.  The African American Cultural Center of Greater Pittsburgh followed this tradition, commissioning Taliaferro to create portraits of African American women living in the Greater Pittsburgh community to be displayed along with his traveling exhibition.  In addition to Gould Ford, some of the other local women included are: Sabira Bushra, Aisha White, Demeatria Boccella, Tina Brewer, Etta Cox, Christiane D., Toi Dericotte, Elizabeth Asche Douglas, Evelynn Hawkins, Charlet Holley, Veronica Morgan Lee, Dr. Vernell Lillie, Sara Jameelah Martin, Patricia Pugh Mitchell, Debbie Norrell, Vivian Ross, Bariki Hall Shabazz, Gwen Simmons, Janera Solomon, Sabrina and Cynthia Wright.

These images represent a segment of remarkable African American women that have sustained the creative legacy of the African American community of Western Pennsylvania between the early 1970s through the end of the 20th century. Further investigation of this period, and of the women who define it, will continue within the permanent exhibition of the African American Cultural Center, scheduled to open in the fall of 2007.

About Jerry Taliaferro

Jerry Taliaferro is a native of Brownsville, Tennessee. He joined the Army and graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1977. His real interest in photography began when he was posted to Fort Bragg, N.C. and continued to grow, even being published in a German magazine. 

After returning to the United States in 1985, Taliaferro began working on commercial photography for advertising and design firms. As his interest shifted, he turned to fine arts. Taliaferro lives in Charlotte, N.C. with his wife, Debra.
About The African American Cultural Center

The African American Cultural Center of Greater Pittsburgh presents, interprets and preserves the art, culture, and history of African Americans in Pittsburgh and of people of African descent throughout the world. The Center realizes its mission with an engaging schedule of visual and performing arts programs as well as educational and public programs.  

The programs of the African American Cultural Center’s 2005-2006 season are supported by lead gifts from The Heinz Endowments, The Pittsburgh Foundation and The PNC Financial Services Group. Additional programmatic support provided by The Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and The Mary Hillman Jennings Foundation. Operating support has been provided by the Allegheny Regional Asset District. More information is available at the African American Cultural Center’s website, www.africanaculture.org.

209/9th Street Gallery Information

Address:  209 9th Street, Downtown

Regular Gallery Hours:  
    

Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays:  noon to 5 p.m.  

Thursdays: noon to 7 p.m.  

Phone:  412.281.5484 (during gallery hours only) or 412.258.2700

Admission:  Free & Open to the public
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